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BEG ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2008
25th - 26th May 2008 – Istanbul
“Adjusting to Change”
After the successful 2007 Conference celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Treaty of Rome in the Eternal City itself, we are holding the 2008 Annual Conference in Rome’s successor – Istanbul, the former capital of two empires that spanned Europe and Asia. The Conference Programme offers a stimulating range of sessions and  the opportunity to polish off a sizeable number of CPD points in one fell swoop (9 points). It is accompanied by a high-quality social programme, details of both of which are included with this letter. 
Istanbul is a popular destination in late May and, quite apart from its own attractions (ranging from Classical remains, Byzantine mosaics and the palaces of the Ottoman sultans to the wonders of the Grand Bazaar), is a good stepping-off point for unmissable experiences such as the unique geological formations and rock-cut towns of Cappadocia. 
As usual, we have tried to keep the prices for the Conference as manageable as possible consistent with a suitably fitting event. By public demand, the Conference is taking place over the May Bank Holiday weekend and the selection of the venue for the Conference has taken into account the desires expressed by participants in previous Conferences. We hope that that you will find the package to be good value. 
The Conference itself will take place on Sunday 25th and on the morning of Monday 26th May at the Radisson SAS Bosphorus Hotel, Istanbul. We are planning a gala dinner for Sunday evening. 

As usual, accompanying persons, of whatever age, are especially welcome (particularly at the gala dinner), with a flexible range of social events to suit most ages. 

There are numerous flights to and from Istanbul and a number of alternative hotels to the Radisson Bosphorus  but, in view of the pressure on flights and hotel accommodation, it is recommended that you book as soon as you can.
I look forward to seeing you at the Conference.

Paul Lasok QC

Chairman
Bar European Group
11 March 2008

CONFERENCE DETAILS

Theme

The soubriquet for the Conference is “Adjusting to Change”. Accession to the European Union changes not only the acceding State but also the dynamics within the Union. Membership of the Union also poses a continuing challenge to Member States to change and adjust as EU law develops. Finally, the EU is itself subject to change, most recently through the EU Reform Treaty.

The Sunday sessions at the Conference will focus first on the problems posed by accession to the European Union and then on a number of important issues arising from the UK’s system for implementing EU law, the flexibility of that system and the ways in which it has been used (or abused?) in the UK. On Monday, participants will be treated to a practitioner’s guide to the Lisbon Treaty (otherwise known as the EU Reform Treaty).
The conference will be accredited by the Bar Council with 9 CPD points. A draft programme is enclosed which is subject to finalisation.

Registration

All participants are asked to register on the enclosed form.  The registration fee for delegates is set at £295.  However if you book on or before Friday 25th April 2008, that will be reduced to £250 (£150 for students and pupils). The registration fee covers attendance at the Conference, lunch on Sunday, plus tea and coffee breaks. Lunch on Monday, the gala dinner and the other social programme events are separate options.

Accompanying persons are asked to register and to book meals and excursions in advance.  The registration fee for accompanying persons is set at £25.  There is no registration fee for children.

To register please fill in the enclosed Registration Form and return it, together with your cheque payable to the "Bar European Group", to Wendy Taylor, 5 Treetops, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2UT; e-mail bareuropean@aol.com.
Accompanying Persons

The BEG has been fortunate to have been well supported by our accompanying persons and we hope that, on this Bank Holiday Weekend (UK), it will be possible for spouses, partners, friends and family to join us. They will be very welcome.

Accommodation

Accommodation may be booked at the Radisson SAS Bosphorus Hotel, Istanbul, where the Conference will take place.  This is a 5 star hotel, nestled on the banks of the Bosphorus strait that joins the Sea of Marmara with the Black Sea and separates Asia from Europe. 
Participants are asked to make their own arrangements for accommodation directly with the Radisson SAS Bosphorus Hotel. To reserve your room(s) please complete the attached Hotel Registration form and return it directly by fax to the hotel on. +90 212 310 15 40
The hotel contact details are as follows:


Radisson SAS Bosphorus Hotel,
Ciragan cad., No. 46, 34349 Ortakoy, Istanbul 
Tel. +90 212 310 15 00;  Fax. +90 212 310 15 15 (the fax number for reserving a room is as stated above);  
e-mail: info.bosphorus.istanbul@radissonsas.com
For those who would prefer more economical accommodation, we attach a list of suitable nearby hotels and guest houses and would ask you to make your bookings direct with them.
Flights 
Following the practice of previous years, participants are asked to make their own arrangements for flights to and from Istanbul, including their transfers from and to the airports. In view of the large variety of available flights to Istanbul, we have not reserved seats on any specific flight. 
Excursions

The excursions have been arranged through local organisers and all the items on the social programme will be booked by the BEG Administrator, Wendy Taylor, with them on behalf of delegates and accompanying persons. Please therefore place your bookings for all the social events by sending the enclosed form to her. Accompanying persons will need to have registered on the conference booking form in order to take advantage of these meals and excursions. Please note that if there are insufficient bookings for any given excursion it will not be possible for it to go ahead. It will not be possible to book excursions or conference meals after arrival in Istanbul. 

Details of the social programme appear on the accompanying sheet

Conference Dinner

The annual dinner of the BEG will take place on the evening of Sunday 25th May at the Zeyrakhane restaurant which has a beautiful terrace in a very central location. Dress for the dinner will be smart casual; but, as children are welcome, the occasion is not intended to be formal. 
BEG Phoenicia and Peter Duffy Scholarships for 2008
We are delighted to be able to award up to eight scholarships for Bar students and pupils to join us at the conference.  One scholarship is funded by BEG and the remainder by the “BEG Phoenicia Fund”, a result of the generous contributions of leading EU Law Chambers to whom we are extremely grateful. Applicants must be current Bar students or pupils with an interest in EU Law, or past or present BVC students who have been accepted for pupillage beginning in 2008. The scholarships are usually awarded to candidates in whose future practice EC law is likely to play a prominent role. Scholars will have travel, accommodation and conference fees paid for them. They will also publish a conference report in The European Advocate.

Applications should be sent to: Philip Moser, Monckton Chambers, 1 & 2 Raymond Buildings, Gray's Inn, London, WC1R 5NR, DX LDE 257, marked 'Istanbul Scholarship', with a CV (no more than 1 page of A4), a short letter setting out why the applicant is suitable for this award, and a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

Please note the closing date of Friday 28th March 2008.

General Information
Turkey is 2 hours ahead of the UK.   The dialing code for Turkey is +90 and you then need to include the initial zero from the national code. The average temperatures for late May are in the mid 20’s Celsius.
British nationals require a visa to enter Turkey. A multiple entry visitor’s visa valid for 90 days may be obtained on arrival at the port of entry. The cost is £10 sterling. The payment must be made in cash and change may not be given (Scottish currency is, apparently, not acceptable to the Turkish authorities). You should therefore equip yourself with one £10 note (or, perhaps, two fivers) for each of yourself and any person accompanying you. Your passport should also be valid for at least six months on entry into Turkey. Further details on entry requirements can be obtained from the Foreign Office website on visas etc.
Enclosed:
· Draft programme

· Registration form

· Social programme and booking form (to follow)
· Hotel booking form

· List of additional hotels
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